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" While the marketing of pigs is relatively simple, the marketing
of vegetables and fruit, complicated by their variety and their
perishable nature, requires some form of co-operative organisation.
If vegetables are to be graded and marketed co-operatively, the
aggregate unit of production must be sufficiently large to maintain
throughout the season regular and adequate supplies. Here again,
therefore, the colony method of settlement is indicated.
" At the same time the settlers might be assisted by a central
farm which would provide the services mentioned above, and would
also supply milk and butter, etc., for consumption on the colony,
thus reducing the handicap of the small unit. The sale of cereals
by the central farm will, however, be negligible: it will therefore
be incapable of lessening the dependence of settlers on the open
market by supplying home-grown feeding stuffs." x
The unit of production must be large enough to carry the over-
heads of a central organisation. The size of the area to be settled
depends on the potential output of the colony. " Adopting the
unit of 100 settlers, the next point is to determine : (a) the unit
of land to be given to each member of the group, and (b) the area
to be set aside for the central farm." In general, we may assume
that " apart from glasshouse production, the area of market garden
needed to support a family is steadily increasing. In view of the
fact, however, that a number of the settlers will be growing glass-
house produce, for which the area required will not be more than an
acre, an overall average of 5 acres per holding would seem sufficient.
This would allow a range of holdings of from i acre with glass,
to 4 to 5 acres of market garden or of 7 acres for pigs and poultry."
The main functions of the Central Farm are to : supply power
for cultivation and transport; maintain a herd of breeding pigs,
a free range of poultry flock, and a dairy herd to supply milk to
the colony ; operate a central organisation for the co-operative sale
and purchase of produce and requirements, and undertake where
necessary the grading and standardisation of produce.
To fulfil adequately the above functions and several other activities,
it will be " necessary for the central farm to carry a stock of approximr
ately 20 dairy cows, 40 breeding sows and 1,000 laying hens. Run
as an intensive mixed arable farm, such a basic stock would probably
require an area of 500 acres. For the total colony, therefore, an
area of approximately i>ooo acres will be required, of which ahout
500 acres would be in the possession of 100 settlers and the remainder
operated as an * intensive ? mixed arable farm,"
Adopting this type of settlement and locating it within the
green belt would result in a compact village forming a residential
unit with the Central Farm as the nucleus. However, there are
some difficulties inherent in this type, as the settlers should be
near to their pigs and poultry. But it has been assumed that
half of the settlers of such a colony grow vegetables and glass-
house produce. They could be housed easily around the Central
1 A. W. Menzies-KJtchin. Ibid., also for the following quotations.